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Newer Players

Bidding Basics
BY LARRY COHEN    larryco.com

Opening bids at the four level or higher

A four-level preempt uses all the 
same principles as a two- or three-level 
preempt. The main difference is that 
an eight-card suit is expected. So an 
opening of 4♣, 4♦, 4♥ or 4♠ typi-
cally shows a decent eight-card suit, 
but not enough strength for a one-level 
opening. Here are some examples:
♠6 5   ♥—   ♦J 7 6   ♣A Q 10 8 7 5 3 2

♠K Q J 10 7 6 4 3   ♥2   ♦4 3 2   ♣2.
Don’t preempt with a strong hand. 

A common mistake made by inexperi-
enced players is to open four of a major 
on hands such as:
♠A K Q J 10 7 6 5   ♥A Q J   ♥—   ♣3 2
or
♠2   ♥K Q J 10 9 8 7 6   ♦A K Q   ♣2.

This makes it too likely you will miss 
a slam because your partner won’t 
expect you to have game in your own 
hand.

The Rule of 2, 3 and 4 is a reason-
able guideline for evaluating if you 
should preempt. This refers to how 
many tricks you think you have in your 
hand. When vulnerable against not 
(“unfavorable”), be within two tricks of 
your four-level preempt. So a probable 
eight-trick hand such as either of these 
would be representative:
♠5 4   ♥K Q J 9 6 5 4 2   ♦K Q   ♣2

♠A K J 10 9 6 5 4   ♥7 6 5   ♦3 2   ♣— .

If the vulnerability is “equal” (nei-
ther side vul or both sides vul), be 
within three tricks of your bid: 
♠5 4   ♥K Q J 9 6 5 4 2   ♦J 4   ♣2
or
♠3   ♥6 5   ♦4 3   ♣A Q J 10 8 7 5 4.

At favorable vulnerability (white ver-
sus red), be aggressive. Either of these 
hands, within about four tricks of your 
bid, would be about right:
♠K J 10 9 6 5 4 2   ♥—   ♦2   ♣8 7 3 2

♠—   ♥7 2   ♦J 9 5   ♣Q J 10 8 6 5 3 2.
All the same thinking as in the previ-

ous articles (on two- and three-level 
preempts) applies. Try to have most of 
the points in your long suit, but there 
is no exact rule. Be more disciplined 
when vulnerable. Pay attention to posi-
tion. In second seat, be sound. In third 
seat, especially at favorable vulner-
ability, be more aggressive. In fourth 
seat, pass the hand out if you have lots 
of garbage.

Is an eight-card suit required? No. It 
is the norm, but it is more than accept-
able to try a 4♠ opening on either of 
these hands:
♠K Q J 10 8 7 3   ♥3   ♦2   ♣Q J 10 8
or
♠Q J 10 9 8 7 6   ♥—   ♦2   ♣K Q J 3 2.

Opening 4NT
Don’t try this at home. Your partner 

won’t know if it is (a) Blackwood, (b) 
natural, or (c) something else. Even if 
you agree to one of these choices, will 
you and your partner both remember 
what you agreed to when it actually 
comes up two years later? 

Opening on the five level
A five-of-a-minor opening is also 

“preemptive” in nature, but shows 
quite a few tricks. After all, nobody 
wants to go for 800. You can apply the 
same Rule of 2, 3 and 4 as a guideline. 
So with nobody vulnerable, I’d expect 
to have about eight tricks. For example:
♠7   ♥5   ♦K Q 10   ♣K Q J 9 7 6 5 4
or
♠—   ♥Q 4 3   ♦K Q J 10 9 7 6 5 4   ♣2.

Five of a major
According to “the book,” this isn’t a 

preempt. It shows 11 tricks, missing 
only the ace–king of trumps. Some-
thing like:  
♠Q J 10 9 8 7 6 4   ♥—   ♦—   ♣A K Q J 2.

Don’t hold your breath waiting for 
this. (I did actually open 5♠ on a simi-
lar hand in 1980. That was a long time 
ago!)

Six- or seven-level openings
I’m still waiting for one.
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You deal with nobody vulnerable. 

What is your action with:
1. ♠A K Q J 10 9 7 6   ♥A J 7 6   ♦—   ♣2

2. ♠5 4   ♥3   ♦2   ♣K Q J 10 9 8 7 6 2

3. ♠—   ♥Q J 10 9 8 7 6 2   ♦K 10 9 7 2   ♣— 

4. ♠5   ♥K Q 10 8 6 5 2   ♦J 3 2   ♣3 2
You are in second seat, vulnerable 

against not. What is your action with:
5. ♠5 4   ♥6 2   ♦K J 9 7 6 5 4 3   ♣2

6. ♠—   ♥K Q J 9 7 6 5 2   ♦Q J 10 2   ♣2

7. ♠7 6 5   ♥2   ♦K 2   ♣K Q J 10 7 6 5

8. ♠—   ♥Q J 10 9 8 7 6 5   ♦A K Q 10 7   ♣— 

Answers
1. 1♠. Way too strong for a preempt 

(2♣ is also possible).
2. 5♣. 
3. 4♥.
4. 3♥. No reason to preempt on the 

four level with only a seven-card 
suit and nothing extraordinary.

5. Pass (or an aggressive 3♦). Not 
enough strength for a four-level 
vulnerable preempt.

6. 4♥.
7. 3♣.
8. 5♥. The once-in-a-lifetime hand, 

asking partner to raise one level for 
each top heart.

Notice of binding arbitration
By becoming an ACBL member 

or renewing your membership in the 
ACBL, you expressly agree to waive 
your right to have disputes between you 
and the ACBL resolved in a court of law 
and agree to accept the use of binding 
arbitration before the American Arbitra-
tion Association. The binding arbitration 
provisions are available for review at 
acbl.org/bindingarbitration.

Now’s the time to show it! Perhaps your teacher has 
enthusiasm and passion for bridge, and you and your fellow 

students would like the world to know. Nominate them for the 2018 Ameri-
can Bridge Teachers’ Association (ABTA) Teacher of the Year award.

We are looking for individual teachers who present student-appropriate 
materials in a lively, unique style and who contribute to the growth of 
bridge in their local communities and schools. This is the teacher who is 
always on top of the material and regularly brings new ideas and theories 
into the classroom for students’ consideration. This is the teacher who 
makes learning easy and fun.

Since 2010, the ABTA, in conjunction with Master Point Press, the 
world’s largest publisher of bridge books and e-books, has celebrated excel-
lence in bridge teaching through the annual Teacher of the Year award.

Students may nominate their teacher by completing the online student 
nomination form. Teachers must also submit the teacher nomination form. 
Both forms are available at abtahome.com. Student and teacher nomina-
tions and materials are evaluated based on:
⦁ Teacher excellence (55%)
⦁ Innovation (25%)
⦁ Service to bridge (15%)
⦁ Service to the community (5%)

The winner receives a cash award and engraved plaque, which will be 
presented during ABTA’s annual conference in Atlanta in July 2018 during 
the ACBL Summer NABC.

The 2018 Award Selection Committee, chaired by Richard Braunstein 
from Lancaster PA, comprises:  Mary Jane Orock, Fort Worth TX; Joyce 
Penn, Columbus OH; Tina Radding, Charlotte SC; Enid Roitman, Toronto 
ON; Barbara Seagram, Toronto ON; Kathie Walsh, Hilton Head SC; and 
Linda Lee, Toronto ON.

Questions may be directed to Richard Braunstein at LoveMyTeacher@
outlook.com.

Nominations and submissions received after April 15, 2018 will not be 
considered.  ◾

Teachers’ Lounge
Love your teacher?


