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T
his is the 60th and final edi-
tion of this five-year series. A

ll 
these articles are published on 

m
y w

ebsite, larryco.com
. A

n en-
hanced version is available in book 
form

 (“Bidding Basics,” Volum
es 1, 2 

and 3).
I am

 not a convention fan. In m
y 

experience, m
ost players (of all levels) 

don’t use them
 properly. T

hey don’t 
study all the “w

hat-ifs” (is it on by a 
passed hand, w

hat if there is inter-
ference, etc.). T

hey don’t discuss w
ith 

their partner w
hich version they are 

playing. T
hey forget to use the con-

vention or forget to A
lert w

hen their 
partner uses it. T

hey haven’t dis-
cussed the follow

-ups. T
he director 

ends up at the table. T
he opponents 

are dam
aged. T

he user of the conven-
tion is dam

aged because they m
is-

used it or one of the partners forgot 
they w

ere using it.
T

hat said, som
e conventions are 

essential. In this series w
e had exten-

sive coverage of w
hat, in m

y opinion, 
are the four m

ost im
portant conven-

tions: Blackw
ood, Jacoby transfers, 

negative doubles and Staym
an.

A
lso explained in the series, though 

not quite as im
portant, w

ere D
ru-

ry, feature-ask, fourth-suit forcing, 
Jacoby 2N

T, lead-directing doubles, 
M

ichaels cuebids, new
 m

inor forcing, 
responsive and support doubles and 
unusual notrum

p. 
A

 few
 other conventions w

ere 
touched on as “m

ore advanced,” but 
not fully spelled out. T

hose w
ould be 

D
O

PI, inverted m
inors, lebensohl and 

splinter bids. E
xperienced players 

w
ill w

ant to use som
e convention 

(C
appelletti, D

O
N

T
 and M

eckw
ell 

are som
e of the m

ore popular ones) 
w

hen the opponents open 1N
T.

O
ther than those, I w

ould say 
that 99%

 of bridge players should 
look no further. If it isn’t m

entioned 
above, don’t w

aste tim
e and m

em
o-

ry on it. U
nfortunately, m

any books 
and bridge sem

inars are devoted to 
conventions. M

ost players (especially 
given the typical age of A

C
BL m

em
-

bers) don’t have the m
em

ory or con-
centration to study and absorb. E

ven 
w

hen w
e w

ere in college, w
e m

ight 
have been able to m

em
orize som

e text 
and spit it out on the test that w

eek, 
but w

e w
ouldn’t rem

em
ber it a w

eek 
later. E

ven if bridge students think 
they understand a convention, that 
isn’t the sam

e as properly executing 

it w
hen it com

es up tw
o m

onths from
 

now
. It is hard to play good bridge 

w
hen your head is full of (and living 

in fear of) conventions.
M

uch m
ore im

portant than learn-
ing new

 conventions is to m
ake sure 

you understand the basic ones. K
now

 
the ins and outs of the “top four.” A

nd 
even m

ore im
portant than conven-

tions is to know
 your partner’s style. 

Is she aggressive or conservative? 
Is she opening all 12-counts? Is he 
a good declarer (so that you should 
push tow

ards that aggressive gam
e 

contract that he is playing)?
A

nd m
ore im

portant than any 
convention is w

hat is in the previous 
59 articles! It m

akes no sense to learn 
conventions (beyond the top few

) un-
til you know

 inside and out w
hat the 

first four bids of the auction m
ean. 

W
ay too m

any people are trying to 
learn inverted spiral-relays but they 
don’t know

 the difference betw
een 

opener’s reverse or jum
pshift. G

iving 
bridge students com

plex conventions 
is like giving beer to babies.

You can study (and likely forget) 
conventions until you are blue in the 
face, but a m

uch better use of your 
tim

e is to study “Bidding Basics.” 

Larry C
ohen’s B

id
d

ing B
asics w

ill 
continue in 2022 w

ith a series 
on d

oub
les, includ

ing takeout, 
neg

ative and
 other d

oub
les and

 
how

 to resp
ond

 to them
.


